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charge of Your Majesty's royal revenues in the New Kingdom of
Granada. He is a brother of Captain Alonso Bravo whom Doctor
Chaparro deemed culpable, according to information sent him;
whereas Captain Bravo was not to blame, having done his duty,
as I have said. It seems unreasonable to send one brother to in-
vestigate the culpability of another. Because of these things this city
fears that Doctor Chaparro will send many judges on excessive pay
to investigate into everything which occurred here, and this will
mean further ruin little less than that inflicted by Captain Francis.,.
(p. 8)...
The night of the battle with the Englishman, Don Juan Fernandez,
dean of this holy cathedral, was present all night, encouraging and
exhorting the soldiers; and he remained present throughout events
up to the rout. In the battle he lost a nephew killed and had a
brother wounded. He served Your Majesty like a good minister and
servitor, as did also the prior of the Franciscan monastery, Fray
Pedro de Orovio, and his monks, who heard confessions all night.
They were both of great assistance to the Spaniards. The bishop left
us a day before the fight, retiring two leagues from this city.
Many other accounts of these matters will be sent to Your Majesty,
and they will perhaps differ from this one, for each writer will wish
to relate his own prowess, whereas all were lacking in it. I entreat
Your Majesty to order this version to be held until time shall show
that it is the truth.
They write that on receipt in Lima of the news of the loss and
seizure of Santo Domingo, the viceroy forbade the clearance of the
small fleet which was about to leave with Your Majesty's revenues
and treasure of private individuals; when he hears of the loss of
Cartagena he will probably keep it even closer in harbour, supposing
that the enemy will go from here to Nombre de Dios and Panama.
It is considered certain that he will not send it forward until he
knows that the enemy has left this coast. I have advised him of the
enemy's departure and that he may forward Your Majesty's revenues
and treasure belonging to private persons. He will have received this
advice promptly.
Our Lord preserve and lengthen Your Majesty's life through long
years, with increase of greater kingdoms and lordships, as Christianity
has need.
Cartagena, May 25,1586.
Catholic Royal Majesty
Your Majesty's servant kisses Your Majesty's royal feet and hands.
Pedro Fernandez de Busto (Rubric).